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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting Date: October 5, 2004
Meeting Time: 10:00 A.M.
Meeting Place: Lowell Public Library  
Meeting City: Lowell, Indiana
Meeting Number: 1

Members Present: Sen. Sue Landske, Chairperson; Sen. Joseph Zakas; Sen. Rose
Ann Antich-Carr; Sen. Nancy Dembowski; Sen. Earline Rogers;
Rep. Duane Cheney, Vice-Chairperson; Rep. John Aguilera;
Rep. Ralph Ayres; Rep. Mary Kay Budak; Rep. Don Lehe.

Members Absent: Sen. Marvin Riegsecker; Rep. Charlie Brown.

Call to Order
Senator Landske called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.

Abandonment of Railroad Tracks and High Speed Rail Service
Larry Goode (Division Chief, Multi-Modal Transportation, Indiana Department of

Transportation (INDOT)) provided the Commission with an overview of INDOT's efforts to
procure abandoned railroad tracks.   Mr. Goode detailed problems INDOT is experiencing
with regard to the rail corridor acquisition process.  Mr. Goode stated there have been
3,260 miles of abandoned railroad tracks in Indiana since 1950 with 133 miles abandoned
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since 1995.

Mr. Goode next addressed Indiana's movement towards high speed rail service. 
Mr. Goode explained that Indiana is a member of the Midwest Regional Rail System.  Mr.
Goode explained components of the 2004 business plan of the Midwest Regional Rail
System and displayed maps to show Indiana's high speed rail corridors.  Mr. Goode stated
that Indiana has the most high speed rail corridors in the Midwest Regional Rail System
and explained that the next steps in the development of high speed rail are environmental
studies and reviews and a cost benefit analysis of various corridors, including the
Indianapolis/Louisville corridor.   Mr. Goode provided Commission members with a
handout of his Power Point presentation. (Exhibit A).

Roger Sims (President, Indiana High Speed Rail Association) explained that
Amtrak is a key player in the future of high speed passenger rail service in Indiana.  Mr.
Sims explained that Amtrak's importance is in large part based upon the routing of federal
dollars dedicated to high speed passenger rail service through Amtrak.   Mr. Sims
explained that Amtrak has developed criteria to determine a state's readiness for high
speed passenger rail service.  Indiana is currently rated in Category III.  Category III
places Indiana in the lowest category regarding Indiana's readiness to provide high speed
passenger rail service.   Mr. Sims provided Commission members with a handout of his
Power Point presentation. (Exhibit B).

Toll Road/Toll Booth Issues in Portage
Bryan Nichol (Commissioner, INDOT) explained to Commission members that he

will make decisions regarding the various issues surrounding the toll booth in Portage in
the next two to four months.  

Senator Rose Antich-Carr asked if E-Z Pass would be used at the Portage toll
booth. [E-Z Pass is an electronic toll collection mechanism that allows tolls to be
electronically recorded for an automobile and eliminates the necessity of the automobile
stopping at a toll booth to pay the toll.]  Mr. Nichol indicated that Indiana has applied for
participation in the E-Z Pass system.  

Senator Antich-Carr stated that high noise levels for surrounding homes are a
problem at the Portage toll booth.  Senator Antich-Carr asked if sound barriers are being
considered for the Portage toll booth.  Mr. Nichol stated that sound barriers are a potential
consideration for the Portage toll booth.

Impact of INDOT Highway Funding on Northwest Indiana
Bryan Nichol explained INDOT's long range plan for Indiana roads.  Mr. Nichol

noted that the long range plan has two basic components: (1) preservation of existing
roads and bridges; and (2) added capacity projects that address congestion and safety
issues.  Mr. Nichol noted that the LaPorte district is designated for ninety-two added
capacity projects in the next twenty-five years under INDOT's long range plan.

Mr. Nichol stated that the failure of the federal government to pass a transportation
reauthorization bill restricts federal transportation dollars coming into Indiana.  Mr. Nichol
explained that in the absence of a federal reauthorization bill, Indiana will be flat lined in
transportation spending.  Mr. Nichol provided Commission members with a handout of his
power point presentation. (Exhibit C).

Dennis Faulkenberg (Ice Miller, representing the Build Indiana Council) stated that
there are currently 13,000 miles of local roads in poor condition and 760 deficient bridges
in Indiana.  Mr. Faulkenberg also stated that vehicle registrations in Indiana have
increased 99% since 1970.  Mr. Faulkenberg expressed concern over the ability of INDOT
to complete the projects in INDOT's long range plan due to a significant funding gap.  Mr.
Faulkenberg explained that some of the preservation projects cannot be completed and
potentially none of the added capacity projects can be completed due to anticipated
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budget shortfalls.  Mr. Faulkenberg provided Commission members with a handout of his
Power Point presentation. (Exhibit D).

Oversized/Overweight Trucks
Jim Poe (Administrator, Motor Carrier Services Division, Indiana Department of

Revenue) explained that the Department of Revenue issues permits for trucks hauling
oversized or overweight loads.  Mr. Poe explained the process for obtaining a permit for an
oversized or overweight load.  Mr. Poe estimated that  300,000 oversized or overweight
permits are issued each year.  Mr. Poe provided Commission members with a map that
designated appropriate routes in the Calumet area for oversized or overweight trucks
(Exhibit E) and various web sites that oversized or overweight truck drivers use to
determine the proper permit to acquire and proper routes of travel. (Exhibit F).

Senator Landske expressed concern over the hazardous operation of trucks
hauling oversized or overweight loads on Route 10.  Testimony was taken from several
people who reside on Route 10 detailing specific incidents of the hazardous operation of
oversized or overweight trucks.  Mr. Poe and Mr. Nichol both indicated that they would
take steps to ensure an increased presence of Indiana State Police commercial motor
vehicle enforcement on Route 10.

Small Public Airports
Jim Keefer (Section Manager, Aeronautics Section, INDOT) gave an overview of

airports in Indiana.  Mr. Keefer explained that Indiana has 112 public use aviation facilities
and 595 private aviation facilities.  Mr. Keefer explained that the Federal Aviation
Administration exercises the majority of regulatory authority over air travel, but states
retain some regulatory power.  Mr. Keefer provided Commission members with general
information and economic information regarding Indiana airports. (Exhibit G).

Several concerned citizens presented information regarding the dangerous
conditions around Lake Village Airport.  According to the citizens, the design of the airport
results in aircraft being on Route 10.  The citizens cited many instances in which a moving
aircraft was directly in the flow of traffic on Route 10.  The citizens provided Commission
members with a packet of information on Lake Village Airport, including pictures showing
the intersection of the runway of Lake Village Airport and Route 10. (Exhibit H).

Adjournment
Senator Landske adjourned the meeting at 1:10 p.m.
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